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TAGS: OVIP (PRESIDENT FORD), PFOR, IT 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL VISIT STATEMENTS: PRESIDENT LEONE'S 
LUNCHEON TOAST IN HONOR OF PRESIDENT AND MRS. EORD 

1 . EOLLOWING IS THE (GOI TRANSLATION OE) THE COMPLETE TEXT OE 
PRESIDENT LEONE'S TOAST, TENDERED TO PRESIDENT AND MRS. EORD 
AT STATE LUNCHEON IN THE QUIRINALE PALACE ON JUNE 3, 1975: 

2. "MR. PRESIDENT: 

IT IS WITH GREAT PLEASURE THAT I TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OE 
AGAIN EXPRESSING TO YOU, TO MRS. FORD, TO THE SECRETARY OE 
STATE, DR. KISSINGER, AS WELL AS TO THE OTHER EMINENT MEMBERS 
OF YOUR PARTY, THE MOST CORDIAL GREETINGS OE THE ITALIAN 
PEOPLE, THE GOVERNMENT AND MYSELF AND TO CONFIRM TO YOU MY 
GREAT AND SINCERE SATISFACTION AT HAVING YOU AS SO WELCOME A 
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GUEST IN OUR COUNTRY. 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


I SHOULD LIKE TO SAY, FIRST OF ALL, HOW GREATLY WE APPRECIATE 
THE FACT THAT YOU HAVE WANTED TO INCLUDE THIS VISIT TO ITALY 
IN THE FIRST TRIP THAT YOU ARE MAKING TO EUROPE, THEREBY GIVING 
US THE OPPORTUNITY OF RESUMING THE FRUITFUL DIALOGUE SO HAPPILY 
BEGUN ON THE OCCASION OF MY VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES IN 
SEPTEMBER OF LAST YEAR, A VISIT OF WHICH I HARBOUR THE MOST 
HAPPY MEMORIES AND WHOSE POSITIVE RESULTS WERE EXPRESSED IN 
THE JOINT DECLARATION OF WASHINGTON. TO THIS DOCUMENT WE ATTACH 
THE VALUE OF A SUBSTANTIAL STEP FORWARD IN ITALO- AMERICAN 
COLLABORATION. AND A SIMILAR IMPORTANCE ATTACHES TO THE TWO 
MEETINGS THAT WE HAVE HAD HERE IN ROME WITH THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE. 

DURING THIS MORNING'S TALKS WE NOTED WITH GREAT INTEREST 
YOUR IMPRESSIONS REGARDING THE RESULTS OF YOUR INTENSIVE DIPLOMATIC 
ACTIVITY OF THESE LAST FEW DAYS. THE SE TALKS HAVE BROUGHT TO 
THE ATTENTION OF OUR GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC OPINION THE SIGNIFICANCE 
AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS FIRST MISSION THAT YOU ARE UNDERTAKING 
TO EUROPE IN ORDER TO STRESS THE SOLIDARITY BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND HER EUROPEAN ALLIES WITH A VIEW TO EVER MORE PROMISING 
DEVELOPMENTS OF THE PROCESS OF DETENTE AMONG ALL NATIONS AND THE 
CONSOLIDATION OF THE CAUSE OF PEACE. WE PARTICULARLY APPRECIATE 
THE EFFORTS YOU ARE MAKING TO FIND A PEACEFUL AND LASTING SOLUTION 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, A MATTER, AS YOU WELL KNOW, TO WHICH 
ITALY IS PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE. 

THE OBJECTIVE OF PEACE THAT THE UNITED STATES PURSUES 
OFFERS NEW PERSPECTIVES, THANKS TO THE RECENT MEETINGS OF 
SALZURG AND TO THE FURTHER DIPLOMATIC ACTION THAT THE UNITED 
STATES INTENDS TO CARRY ON. AS ALWAYS, ITALY GIVES ITS FULL 
SUPPORT TO THESE EFFORTS WITH THE GREATEST COMMITMENT. 

ITALY CONTINUES TO CONSIDER DECISIVE THE ROLE THAT OUR FRIEND, 

THE AMERICAN NATION, CAN PLAY IN ENSURING FOR THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMUNITY AN ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL FUTURE BASED ON THE RESPECT OF THE 
PRINCIPOES OF FREEDOM, DEMOCRACY AND PROGERESS THAT CONSTITUTE 
THE COMMON HERITAGE OF OUR CIVILIZATIONS THE FIRMEST OF FOUNDATIONS 
FOR OUR UNDERSTANDING AND OUR ALLIANCE. FOR OUR PART WE SHOULD LIKE 
TO ASSURE YOU THAT WE SHALL MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO COLLABORATE - 
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IN THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP AND COOPERATION THAT BINDS US TO 
THE UNITED STATES AND TO OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES - 
IN CREATING, MAINTAINING AND CONSOLIDATING EVERYWHERE 
A CLIMATE OF CONFIDENCE AND PEACE, AND IN PROMOTING A 
HARMONIOUS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT TO ENSURE THE BALANCED PROGRESS 
OF ALL PEOPLES AND NATIONS. THE GRAVE PROBLEMS OF OUR TIMES CALL 
FOR A FULL UNDERSTANDING AND THE ACTIVE COLLABORATION OF ALL 
COUNTRIES, THE INDUSTRIALIZED ONES AS WELL AS THE DEVELOPING 
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ONES. ITALY WILL MAKE ITS CONVINCED CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
EARSIGHTED ACTION THAT THE UNITED STATES IS UNDERTAKING TO THIS 
END. 

WE HAVE WELCOMED WITH PROEOUND SATISEACTION THE ACCENT THAT 
YOU PLACED AT THE RECENT BRUSSELS MEETING OE THE ATLANTIC 
ALLIANCE ON THE FUNDAMENTAL VALUE OE THE RELATIONS BETWEEN 
AMERICA AND EUROPE FOR THE PURPOSE OF STRENGTHENING SECURITY 
AND ENSURING A MORE EVEN DEVELOPMENT OE THE TWO SIDES OF THE 
ATLANTIC. 

ITALY, CONSIDERING THE ATLANTIC ALLIANCE AS AN IRREPLACEABLE 
INSTRUMENT OE EQUILIBRIUM AND PEACE, HAS ALWAYS HELD THAT A MORE 
CONCRETTE AND EFEECTIVE EUROPEAN DIMENSION WOULD ALSO GIVE NEW 
VIGOUR TO THE ALLIANCE ITSELF. 

AS YOU KNOW, WE IN ITALY EEEL A PROEOUND EUROPEAN VOCATION. 

THIS VOCATION IS REINFORCED BY OUR REALIZATION THAT A STRONG AND 
UNITED EUROPE WILL BE AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN AN INCREASINGLY 
CLOSE COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED STATES, AND THE WEST IN 
GENERAL, EOR THE SOLUTION OF THE GREAT PROBLEMS OE PEACE, 
STABILITY AND HARMONIOUS PROGRESS OE THE WHOLE WORLD THAT CHA- 
RACTERIZE OUR TIMES. 

OUR MEETING OE THIS MORNING WILL GIVE NEW IMPETUS TO THE 
ALREADY FERTILE COLLABORATION THAT HAS BEEN INSTITUTED BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND ITALY WITH A VIEW TO ATTAINING THE SOLUTIONS 
THAT WE ALL LOOK EORWARD TO IN A ERAMEWORK OE CONTINUED AND, 
INDEED, STRENGTHENED SOLIDARITY AMONG THE PEOPLES OE THE WEST. 

I AM SURE THAT A SIMILAR RESULT WILL BE OBTAINED BY THE DISCUSSIONS 
THAT YOU AND THE SECRETARY OE STATE WILL HAVE THIS AETERNOON 
WITH OUR PRIME MINISTER. 
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MR. PRESIDENT, 

AMERICA IS ABOUT TO CELEBRATE THE SECOND CENTENARY OE THE 
DECLARATION OE INDEPENDENCE, A DOCUMENT THAT EMBODIES IDEALS 
AND ASPIRATIONS THAT ORIGINATED, AMONG OTHERS, ALSO IN MY 
OWN COUNTRY. IN THIS CONNECTION I NEED ONLY RECALL THAT THE NAME 
OE AN ITALIAN EIGURES AMONG THE SIGNATORIES OE THE DECLARATION, 
AND THAT BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HAD FREQUENT CONTACTS WITH THE MORE 
ENLIGHTENED THINKERS IN ITALY. AND ITALY THEREEORE EEELS THAT IT 
WANTS TO PARTICIPATE WHOLE-HEARTEDLY IN THIS CELEBRATION. 

IN THIS SPIRIT, THEN, I RAISE MY GLASS TO THE GOOD HEALTH 
AND WELLBEING OE YOURSELE, MR. PRESIDENT, AND MRS. FORD, TO 
THE SUCCESS OE YOUR LOETY TASK AT THE HEAD OF THE AMERICAN 
NATION AND TO THE LIVE AND DEEP-REACHING ERIENDSHIP THAT BINDS 
ITALY TO THE UNITED STATES."VOLPE 
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